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INTRODUCTION 

The project NETSSAF - Network for the development of Sustainable approaches for large Scale 
Implementation of Sanitation in Africa- is a EC funded Coordination Action, which has as main 
objective to coordinate and integrate the current scientific research, technological innovation and 
execution activities, creating synergies to support large-scale implementation of sustainable 
sanitation systems in peri-urban and rural areas. Its ultimate goal is to propose feasible solutions 
for the achievement of the Sanitation Millennium Development Goals in West Africa.  

This Euro-African initiative is the voice for the European and West Africa research and community 
development organisations specialised in sustainable sanitation systems in rural and peri-urban 
areas, acting as a vehicle to spread world-wide new findings in order to attract interest and new 
stakeholders for future development of these technologies. 

Among its different strategic goal, the NETSSAF consortium has contemplated the preparation of 
an extension and dissemination programme intended to reach four different targeted audiences: 
local communities (users), local and national authorities, specialised academic community and 
general public interested on the field. In order to achieve this objective, an entire work package has 
been included in the work plan, i.e. “WP8 Sustainable sanitation extension and dissemination 
programme”, composed by four tasks, in which the members of the group WP8 will identify and 
design extension activities sensitive to users (task 8.1), activities for building-up the capacity of the 
authority for dissemination of the results (task 8.2), activities to link and empower new and existing 
specialised training (task 8.3) and mass dissemination tools (task 8.4). 

The following report includes a description of the most important tool for dissemination of the 
running Coordination Action, the web page (www.netssaf.net), which has been developed since 
July of 2006. The web page is currently completed in English and French and contains the whole 
presentation of the project, as well as the partners involved and the public library open to the 
public. It will be continuously updated and edited by the task leader, TTZ with the support of TUHH, 
CREPA, BioAzul, IEES, IWA, UAA, SLU, EAWAG and SEI for the translation into French and the 
redaction of news and articles.  

1. GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE MASS DISSEMINATION ST RATEGY 

The task 8.4 “Development of tools and activities for mass dissemination” is devoted to reach the 
general public, located everywhere in the world, in order to disseminate efficiently information on 
the project and its outcomes to various targeted communities, using various methods, a multi-
disciplinary approach and in an international context. The mass dissemination strategy will be 
based on the following instruments: 

· NETSSAF web-page establishment (set-up and service) 

· Production and dissemination of project brochures: 

· Publication of articles in related journals: 

· Final NETSSAF Conference 

· Participation in Symposia and Conferences 

2. DESCRIPTION OF NETSSAF’S WEB-PAGE  

2.1.   Description of the task 8.4.1 
According to the Annex I of the Research Contract, TTZ will establish a web page during the third 
month, after the kick-off meeting, which is intended to show all information related to NETSSAF. 
The goal is for the web site to be a powerful dissemination and advertising tool, to act as a platform 
for the database of information about sanitation systems for the sustainable application in rural and 
peri-urban areas of West Africa and to be the interface between the network and the external 
community interested in these fields. This will involve setting up advanced communications links 
(platform of communication).  
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The web-page was planned to have the following features: 

1. Distinctive domain name (e.g. www.NETSSAF.org, www.NETSSAF.net). 

2. Proposal summary, description of project objectives, methods and expected benefits. 

3. Description of the partners, contact details and links to their web sites. 

4. Public news area for the dissemination of network results 

5. Links to useful websites, incl. CORDIS, WWW Virtual Library and co-ordinated and related 
projects. 

6. Private area for network members, including bulletin board for news items and events. 

7. Website forum to enhance communication among the partners. 

TTZ will develop the project web site throughout the project period. The expert group leaders with 
the steering committee will be responsible for keeping the quality and relevance of the reports and 
material to be exposed to the public. They will advise the project co-ordinator which information 
should be published and will prepare articles and reports to be included in the webpage. They will 
all be responsible to half-yearly update the content accordingly to the results achieved, however it 
will be continuously managed to maintain the information updated. Leaders of WP1 and WP2 
(IEES and BOATA) will collaborate and prepare articles for month 6 (D11). Leaders of EG1, EG3 
and WP3 (TUHH, IWA and EAWAG) will prepare information for the update of month 12 (D26). 
Leaders of EG2, WP4, WP7 (SLU, SEI, IWA) will collaborate for the update of month 18 (D40). 
Leaders of WP5, WP6 and WP8 (CREPA, TTZ and BOATA) will write articles for publication in the 
update at month 24. UAA will support with translation in French. Confidential information will be 
password-protected; other areas will be open access. The aim is to have as much information 
publicly available as possible, without compromising the interests of the partners. 

2.2. NETSSAFF web-page establishment 
In July 2006, after the kick-off-meeting in Uppsala, the task leader TTZ started the development of 
the web page of NETSSAF with the help of Meltingelements1, an experienced subcontractor who 
had developed previously web sites for EU funded projects with recognized success.    

The www.netssaf.net web page was designed in typo3 environment , which is an online editorial 
system that uses a common internet browser as a client. The advantage of using typo3 is that the 
editing of the web page is user-friendly and very simple avoiding the dependency to a 
subcontractor for the maintenance of the system.  

The server of the webpage was ordered to the company Mittwaldmedien CM Services2, which 
specialises in providing a web space for typo3 designing. 

On the 12th of July of 2006 the first version of the web page was already on-line containing mainly 
the project information in English, as well as all the features needed in the secured area serving as 
basis for the platform of communication of the consortium.  

During the following two months, August and September 2006, the web page has been improved 
and all the information is now in French thanks to the collaboration of CREPA, UAA and TUHH 
who had translated all the information published in the web. 

2.3. NETSSAFF web-page’s major features 
The NETSSAF’s web page (www.netssaf.net) receives the visitor with a welcome message 
indicating the most basic information regarding the project, including the countries involved (with 
an interactive map), an small description of the objectives and additional information, such as a 
                                                
1 Meltingelements  
(http://www.meltingelements.com)  
Contact person:  Dipl.-Kfm. Marek Reetz 
marek.reetz@meltingelements.com   
Telephone: +49 (0) 179 328 25 21  Fax: +49 (0) 40 60 57 59 02  
2 http://www.mittwald.de 



NETSSAF                                                                                                                                               DELIVERABLE D07  

Page 5 of 12 

piece of news, definitions, the logo the Sixth Framework Programme and flag of the European 
Commission (see Fig. 1 and Fig 2).  

 
Fig 1- Home page of the internet site of NETSSAF Coordination Action in English 

 

 
Fig 2- Home page of the internet site of NETSSAF Coordination Action in French 

It also contains a main menu (in blue) comprising the major features of the site, which are 
described as follow (for convenience, the figures will only be given in English, however they can be 
found also in French under www.netssaf.net): 

2.3.1. News and events 

Here, a description of the events in the field of water and sanitation in the world are given. At the 
moment three events are listed, including the MEDA WATER Conference in Tunis, another INCO 
project funded by the EC. This section will be maintained by TTZ, although all the members of the 
consortium are encouraged to collaborate by informing the existence of other events and news in 
the area. 

It is also planed that this section will also show the events in which NETSSAF’s members have 
presented the aims and results of this Coordination Action. 
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Fig 3- News and event’s page of the internet site of NETSSAF Coordination Action  

2.3.2. Project information 

The most relevant information of the Coordination Action can be found in this section, which 
includes a sub menu (green in the left side) where some sections of the Description of Work 
(Annex I) are published for the general public. It presents the sanitation problematic of the West 
African region together with a clear definition of the objectives of the project.  

 
Fig 4- Project Information’s page  of the internet site of NETSSAF Coordination Action 

In the green sub menus, information such as project introduction, strategic and scientific 
objectives, structure and methodology, the work plan overview,   a description of each work 
package, the timetable and the project progress can be found. The following figure shows the left 
side sub menus and its options. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig 5- Sub menus of the Project Information’s page  of the internet site NETSSAF  
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A very interesting feature is the presentation of the each work package, which contains the 
description of the work to be done, the list of the deliverables and the Gantt Chart of the planned 
task, together with the leading members (work package leader and task leaders) with a link to the 
presentation of each organisation (See Fig 6).  

 

 
Fig 6- Presentation of the Work Package 1 in the Project Information’s page of the internet site NETSSAF 

 

2.3.3. Partners 

The following section of the web page shows the consortium and the idea behind its composition. 
The whole description of the group contained in the Annex I (Description of Work) is included in the 
web page. 

 

 
Fig 7- Introduction to the consortium in the internet site NETSSAF 

 

A geographical overview containing an interactive map is also included in the web page, which 
shows who are the NETSSAF partners located in a country, when the mouse is positioned in this 
country. 
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Fig 8- Interactive map of the consortium in the internet site NETSSAF 

In a green menu in the left a list of the partners involved in NETSSAF is given, which contains a 
general description of the partner, its logo, its task in NETSSAF, the contact person in this 
organisation and a link to this institution: 

 
Fig 9- Example of a partner information given in the internet site NETSSAF 

2.3.4. Public Library 

 
Fig 10- Public Library in the internet site NETSSAF 
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The public library is included as part of the web page with the objective of using the advantages of 
the huge reaching scope of an internet tool. Its main features are described in the report of the 
milestone M02, already presented in month 3.  

2.3.5. Contact information 

Finally, the contact information of the General Coordinator TTZ-Bremerhaven is given.  

 
Fig 11- Contact partners of NETSSAF 

2.3.6. Secured Area 

NETSSAF, as a broad and international project, counts with an Internet communication platform to 
support the Project Management, which facilitates the communication, interaction and integration 
among the members of the consortium. This effective tool is in the figure of a virtual platform in the 
web-page, which contains several functions for the support of communication under a secured 
area: a folder for each work package and expert group to transfer and share information (the option 
of uploading is possible for all members); online chat rooms in which partners of each task can fix 
their own meetings and carry out online-conferences; multiple forums in which all partners will be 
able to open new threads, for instance for coordination of activities and discussions of each task; 
newsgroups and newsletter to up-date the consortium continuously.  

 
Fig 12-Secured Area of NETSSAF’s web page 

In Annex A, a comprehensive description of the multiple options of the platform of communication 
is presented in the form of a guide prepared by TTZ for the rest of the partners to enhance the use 
of the communication tool.  
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2.4. NETSSAF’s web page maintenance  
The internet site of the running Coordination Action is design under typo3 management system in 
order to allow the task leader to be able to maintain the web page on its own without having 
extensive knowledge in web page design.  

The subcontractor Meltingelements have prepared a manual and a training material specially for 
the maintenance and updating of NETSSAF, which has been handed out during a training session 
which had place in Bremerhaven, the 15th of September of 2006. 

 
Fig 13-  Content Management System of the NETSSAF’s web page 

By using the instructions given in the training material it is possible to edit the information existing, 
upload new files, create new objects like images and pages, which will allow to adapt the 
information published to the public according to the progress of the project.  

 
Fig 14-  Behind the NETSSAF’s web page  
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TTZ will be the editor of the page and only this institution will have access to the editing section of 
the web page. A continuing editing will be performed during the project-time, intended to make the 
information available as soon as the deliverables are ready. TUHH, CREPA and UAA will be 
always a contributors in the translation of the information to French.  

According to the work plan, there are three deliverables regarding the up-dating of the web page: 

D11-First Update of the NETSSAF Web-page (month 6) 

D26-Second Update of the NETSSAF Web-page (month 12) 

D40-Third Update of the NETSSAF Web-page (month 18) 

In these three updates an important input from the work package is expected:  

-Leaders of WP1 and WP2 (IEES and BOATA) will collaborate and prepare articles for month 6 
(D11).  

-Leaders of EG1, EG3 and WP3 (TUHH, IWA and EAWAG) will prepare information for the update 
of month 12 (D26).  

-Leaders of EG2, WP4, WP7 (SLU, SEI, IWA) will collaborate for the update of month 18 (D40). 

-Leaders of WP5, WP6 and WP8 (CREPA, TTZ and BOATA) will write articles for publication in the 
update at month 24.  

2.5. Future of the NETSSAF web page after the proje ct termination 

2.5.1. Proposed plan for future collaboration 

In order to encourage continuing development and cooperation in the field of sustainable sanitation 
for the African regions, the partners CREPA, BOATA, TUT, TTZ and BioAzul will look for new 
opportunities of cooperation in the form of an expanded network. This can be done in the 
framework of a funding project by the EC, UN, WB or at National levels, as well as application for 
grants in international organisations.  

The scope of this network may be different from that of the Coordination Action but it will aim to 
continue the work of NETSSAF, co-ordinating research and encouraging collaboration between 
stakeholders of different sectors. Definition of this network’s scope by month 23 will allow 
advertising to recruit new partners in the last 7 months of the CA.  

The network’s funding could also come from partners’ subscription, sales of the guide for 
dissemination after the time period of the EU funding (30 months) for institutions in developed 
countries, and relevant advertising on the website. This report for network solidification (D51, 
responsible TUT) will be presented at a special seminar alongside the final meeting by TTZ/TUT in 
month 28th.  Representatives from the European Commission, United Nations, World Bank, and 
other key funding bodies will be invited to attend, along with the key figures in the sustainable 
sanitation field. 

2.5.2. Plan for the pre-payment of the NETSSAF server until 2010 

It has been already studied the possibility of maintaining the web page in the server after the 
termination of the project. Even though that the consortium will look for future funding for the 
continuation of NETSSAF network, it has been discussed with Meltinglements the possibility of 
pre-financing the server of the internet site 2 years beyond the timeframe, meaning that the web 
page will be active at least until December 2010. 

TTZ is also in negotiations with Meltingelements for the design and construction of a central server 
containing all the project’s web pages of this institution, including those belonging to projects which 
already came to the end. Once this server is available, the web page of NETSSAF could be 
transferred to the central internet site and be maintained by TTZ’s personnel.  
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ANNEX  

The following document is named the “Guide of the Platform of communication” prepared by TTZ 
Bremerhaven in order to facilitate the use of the different options of the secured area, in which 
mainly revolves the continuous communication of the consortium. It is divided in four different 
sections: 

-General Aspects 

-Exchange of information 

-Forum 

-On-line chat 

 

 


